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International application No. 

PCT/GB 00/02098 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

01/06/2000 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

01/06/1999 


Applicant 

LAITT, Andrew 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 



05 



. sheets. 



This International Search Report consists of a total of _ 

[X~| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



□ 
□ 
□ 



2. 
3. 



□ 

□ 
□ 



the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
irrterh^ior^l^p^licaliorf as filecJ has been furnishedr ~~ " ~~ ~ - — - ~ - 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, 

[~X~| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| [ the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

|~X~| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box Mi. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 2 



[X] as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

[ | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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INTERNATION 



A^^ARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

" ?CT/GB 00/02098 



Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. | | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



| X | Claims Nos.: 21 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

Rule 6.2 (a) PCT 



3. | | Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
' ' searchable claims. 



2. I | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
I ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. | | No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest [ | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

| | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Form PCT/ISA/21 0 (continuation of first sheet (1 )) (July 1 998) 



# 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



Continuation of Box 1.2 
Claims Nos. : 21 



Rule 6.2 (a) PCT 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 




International Application No. PCT/GB 00 £2098 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International Application No 

PCT^k 00/02098 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 B65B9/20 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 B65B 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 


FR 2 658 785 A (SZILAGYI) 


1,3,12, 




30 August 1991 (1991-08-30) 


22 


A 


the whole document 


20 


Y 




7-11, 






13-18 


A 


FR 2 646 140 A (R0UVRAIS) 


1 




26 October 1990 (1990-10-26) 




Y 


the whole document 


14 


Y 


US 4 442 656 A (WYLIE) 


7-11 




17 April 1984 (1984-04-17) 






the whole document 




_Y 


US 4 045 946 A (SCHAEFER) 


13 




6 September 1977 (1977-09-06) 






column 6, paragraph 4 -column 7, paragraph 






2; figures 7,8 






-/-- 





Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



ID 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



° Special categories of cited documents : 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
"E H earlier document but published on or after the international 

filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 

31 August 2000 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

03 10. 2000 


Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officer 

Claeys, H 
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C.(Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERS 



International Application No 



PC 



E RELEVANT 



00/02098 



Category ° Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



US 5 220 771 A (BURNS) 
22 June 1993 (1993-06-22) 
column 1, paragraph 2 

US 4 018 029 A (HAYSSEN) 
19 April 1977 (1977-04-19) 
abstract 

column 3, paragraph 4 -column 5, paragraph 
3; figures 3-6 

W0 95 21092 A (WATKINS) 

10 August 1995 (1995-08-10) 

page 7, paragraph 2 -page 9, paragraph 1; 

figures 1-3 

US 4 793 118 A (FERAG) 

27 December 1988 (1988-12-27) 

abstract 



15 



16 



17,18 



Form PCT/1SA/210 (continuation of second sheet) (July 1992) 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family members 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



I 



blication 
date 



International Application No 

PCWk 00/02098 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



FR 


2658785 


A 


30- 


-08- 


1991 


NONE 








FR 


2646140 


A 


26- 


■10- 


-1990 


NONE 








US 


4442656 

I ■ 1 tmm V/ W V 


A 


17- 


04- 


■1984 


NONE 








US 


4045946 


A 


06- 


-09- 


-1977 


US 


3982374 


A 


28-09-1976 














CA 


1052333 


A 


10-04-1979 














DE 


2529024 


A 


22-01-1976 














FR 


2276987 


A 


30-01-1976 














GB 


1506036 


A 


05-04-1978 














IT 


1040768 


B 


20-12-1979 














JP 


51056392 


A 


18-05-1976 


us 


5220771 


A 


22- 


-06- 


■1993 


NONE 








us 


4018029 


A 


19- 


-04- 


■1977 


DE 


2645299 


A 


14_04-i977 














GB 


1534742 


A 


06-12-1978 














IT 


1089951 


B 


18-06-1985 


wo 


9521092 


A 


10- 


-08- 


-1995 


AT 


175164 


T 


15-01-1999 














AU 


1542495 


A 


21-08-1995 














CA 


2182189 


A 


10-08-1995 














DE 


69507015 


D 


11-02-1999 














DE 


69507015 


T 


15-07-1999 














EP 


0749388 


A 


27-12-1996 














JP 


9511201 


T 


11-11-1997 














US 


5937614 


A 


17-08-1999 


us 


4793118 


A 


27- 


-12- 


-1988 


CH 


671003 


A 


31-07-1989 














DE 


3786499 


A 


19-08-1993 














EP 


0253960 


A 


27-01-1988 














JP 


2681049 


B 


19-11-1997 














JP 


63037084 


A 


17-02-1988 
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PCT CT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT X I 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



\ 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
WPP80410 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/GB00/02098 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
01/06/2000 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
01/06/1999 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
B65B9/20 


Applicant 

LAITT, Andrew 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

S This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 3 sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 


IS 


II 


□ 


III 




IV 


□ 


V 


□ 


VI 


□ 


VII 


IS 


VIII 


□ 



citations and explanations su porting such statement 



Date of submission of the demand 
29/12/2000 



Date of completion of this report 
06.08.2001 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 
European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 
Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 

Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized officer 
Janosch, J 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 7525 




Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIM 
EXAMINATION REPORT 




RY 



Internationa! application No. PCT/G BOO/02098 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
Description, pages: 

1-7 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). " ~ ~ 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Claims, No.: 



1-22 



as amended under Article 1 9 



Drawings, sheets: 



1/5-5/5 



as originally filed 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 1) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMWKRY 
EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/G BOO/02098 



□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 
H claims Nos. 1-22. 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

13 the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 22 are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 
see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 1-21 . 

2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 




Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 2) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/G BOO/02098 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



Re Item III 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and 
industrial applicability 

1 . The feature "the pouch dimensions are calculated such that each pouch can 
contain the desired quantity of food-stuff, as well as sufficient air to protect the 
food-stuff by cushioning" is an essential feature of claim 1 . Since it was 
introduced, according to Art. 19 PCT, after the search report was established and 
since this feature was not covered by the originally filed claims, which were the 
basis for the search report, this feature was not taken into consideration by the 
ISA when establishing the International Search Report. Consequently claim 1 
cannot be examined since it has not been searched (Rule 66.1 (e) PCT). 

This is likewise relevant for claims 2-21 , since these claims depend on claim 1 . 

2. Claim 22 is not clear in the sens of Art. 6 PCT, since the packaged brittle food- 
stuff is exclusively defined by method steps. Structural features are not used to 
define the subject-matter of claim 22. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1 . Independent claim 1 is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known 
in combination from the prior art (document D1) being placed in the preamble 
(Rule 6.3(b)(i) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the 
characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

2. The features of the claims 1-22 are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 
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PCT 


International Application No. 


REQUEST 


International Filing Date 


The undersigned reguests that the present 

international application be processed 
according to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 


Name of receiving Office and M PCT International Application" 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

(if desired) (12 characters maximum) WPP80410 


Box No. I TITLE OF INVENTION 
A method of packaging goods 


Box No. II APPLICANT 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given ^ejorclega ^^Mj^^^^fJ^i 
The address must include postal code and namoj country. The country of the address 
Box^TappUcant s Stetefthat is. country) of residence if no State of resuknee is indicated below.) 

Laitt, Andrew 
22 Dempster Road 
Wandsworth 
London SW18 1AT 
United Kingdom 


jy| This person is also inventor. 
Telephone No, 

Facsimile No. 

Teleprinter No. 


State (that is, country) of nationali^:^ 


State (that is, country) of resio^jjge: 


This person is applicant r*l ill designated I 1 all designated States except 1 1 the United States 1 1 the Stateg -uidicMedm 

ft? the pulses Of* ' * ' Swtts I 1 the United States of America | | of Amcnca only | 1 the Supplemental Box 


Box No. Ill FURTHER APPLICANT(S) AND/OR (FURTHER) INVENTORY) 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legalenm JMisffi^tygnftiuM 
The address must include postal code and name of country < Tnemunlry of the addrex indica ted in this 
Box is the applicant's State (that is> country) of residence g no State of residence is indicated below,) 


This person is; 
| ] applicantonly 

[ ] applicant and inventor 

I I inventor only (If this checkbox 
L — J if marked, do not fill in below.) 


State (that is t country) of nationality: 


State (that is. country) of residence: 


This oerson is applicant 1 1 all designated 1 1 all designated States except | 1 the United States ( I the States indicated in 

for the ^WSeTof: l—l States ^ |_J the UmfedStttes of Amerfca LJ of America only l_l the Supplemental Box 


[ | Further applicants and/or (further) inventors are indicated on a continuation sheet 


Box No. IV AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE; OR ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE 


The person identified below is hereby/has been appointed to act on behalf Ijf] agem r~H common representative 
of the applicant(s) before the competent International Authonties as: l^J * L~J 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official designation. 
The address must include postal code and name of country,) 

Devons, David Jon 
Marks & Clerk 
57-60 Lincoln's Inn Fields 
London WC2A 3LS 
United Kingdom 


Telephone No. 
020-7400-3000 

facsimile No- 

020-7404-4910 

Teleprinter No. 

2531 1 EMANDC G 


I""] Adress for correspondence: Mark this check-box where no agent or common representative is/has been appointed and the 
1 1 space above is used instead to indicate a special address to which correspondence should be sent. 
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The following designations arc M 
Regional 




Lk under Rulc4.*5|/k***e «pftrt fc ctek-b^m least cnemustb* marked 

Sep _ 

MC vSScoTNt- N^eriondi'PT PortbgnL ist Sweden, and any 
Convention ^« r *? JgT Republic CG Congo. CI Cote d'Woire. CM Dmietoon. 

specify on doited tine) • 

r*a tionsl Patent #Mar AM efpn^ethn Or otatmem d&ircd qieefron dotted 

H AE United Arab Emirates g) LR Liberia 

J3 AL Albania S LS Lesotho 

Q AM Armenia H LT Lithuania 

Q AT Austria E3 Wl Liacmbourg 

Australia $ LV Latvia 

Azerbaijan Q MA Morocco 

Bosnia and Herzegovina . . . ■ f£j| MD Republic of Moldova 

Barbados Q MC Madagascar 

Bulgaria . . . ■ ♦ .. -Q MK Tbe tormcr Yugoslav Republic cf Macedonia 

Brazil 

Belarus H MN Mongolia 

Canada £3 MW Malawi 

g CH and LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein 



Q AZ 
H BA 
Q BB 
HBG 
Q BR 
Q BY 

GJCa 



Q CN China 63 HO 

S CR Costa We* Q NZ 

Q CU Cuba H PL 

m Cl Ctech RepubHe £) PT 

Q OE Germany RO 

13 Dfc Denmark H RU 



E3 MX Mexico 



Q DM Dominica 



Q EE Estonia Q SE 

13 ES Spain E3 SG 

Q FI Finland £1 SI 

13 GB United Kingdom E3 SK 

QGD Grenada S3 St 

$ GE Georgia . . , E3 TJ 

GJ CH Ghana S T>! 

5} GM Gambia Q TR 

QHR Croatia - 63 XT 

53 HU Hungary S TZ 

g3 ID Indonesia B UA 

53 IL Israel H OC 

5 IN India 0 US 

H IS Iceland 

HiP Japan 

E3 KE Kenya 

63 KG Kyrgyzstan 

(2 KP Democratic People's Republic of Korea . . . 



Norway 

New Zealand 

Poland 

Portugal 

Romania 

Russian Federation 

Sudan 

Sweden 

Singapore 

Slovenia 

Slovakia 

Sierra Leone « . 

TajiJdstan ^ 

Tttrkinerusesi 

Turkey 

Trinidad and Tobago 

United Republic of Tanzania 

moraine 

Uganda 

United States of America * . 



BUZ Uzbekistan , 

... H W Viet Nam 

. . , S YV Yugoslavia 

. » 63 ^A South Africa 

„ . 53 ZW Zimbabwe 

Republic of Korea ♦ * . Cheek-boxes reserved for designating States which have 

become pany to the PCTa^issuam^of ftrssheet: 

Jj^J^ S ^a^_otora 

SiiLair a -imtlial^to 

Precautions Designation Statement: In addition co me designarions made above the applicant also makes under Rule 4.9(b) all other 
designations which Would be permitted under die PCX except any designation^) indicated in the Supplemental Box as being excluded 
from the scope of this statement. The applicant declares thai those additional designations are subject to ctmfinnation and that any 
designation which is not confirmed before the expiration of 15 months from the prioriry date is to be regarded as withdrawn by the applicant 
ai the expiration of rtai time limii (Co^vma^Qft fmdudingfees) musmach thertccirihgOffice w&hh rhe 15*nomhtimt limit.) 



Q KR 

□ KZ 
E3LC 

S LK 
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Sheet No. ...3, 



Supplemental Box If the Supplemental Box is not used, this sheet should not be included in the request. 



(0 



r # ? of *t e Bo ??' H**!**?/* *wffi?™* "> famish <*tt the information: in such case t write "Continuation of Box Na " 
i /T or f t ^"^°e' n0 ^ a ffJ"^^ J M VP li f«^ write 

Con^nuaUonofBoxNoIirimdindi^ 
^WftheaddresstndltxudinthUBoxisthe^^ 

(ii) ifJnBoxNo.Iforina^ofthesub-l>oxesof£oxNo.m.the 

msuchcose. xvnie "ConttnuationofBoxNp. fl"or "Continuation of Box No. Ill" or "C(mtinuatioWof^«^Yllan&Nom" 
< ^t^7ffJ'A ) -r ndiC ? te " ame °f'teapplicant(s) involved and. next to (each) such name, the Smefs) (anl/or where 
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(57) Abstract: A method of packaging goods comprises the 
steps of fbnning a tube (l l ), forming a first seal (3) at a lower 
end of the tube (I 1 ), feeding a pnvdeterxnined amount of me 
goods to be packaged (204) into the tube (1*)> forming a second 
seal in the tube (l 1 ) at a pre^tecmined distance above the 
first seal (3), repeating the steps of feeding the goods and 
sealing along the tube (l l ) to form a strip of sealed pouches 
(7) containing the goods (204) and inserting the Strip of sealed 
pouches (7) into a carton (8). 
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A Method Of Packaging Goods 

The present invention relates to a method of packaging goods, in particular packaging 
food-stuffs which remain fresh for a limited period only, such as breakfast cereals, 
crisps, biscuits and ground coffee. 

Conventionally, food products such as breakfast cereals and the like are packaged in 
cartons which contain a sealed bag for holding a quantity of the breakfast cereal, usually 
in quantities of 125g to 1 OOOg. Once the carton is opened and the factory seal of the bag 
is broken, the contents become stale and soft within a few weeks, or even sooner. Once 
stale the enjoyment of the crisp and fresh taste of the newly opened packet is lost. One 
solution to this is to supply individual 25g or 30g portion packs or any other suitable 
size of portion pack that may be desired. Portion packs comprise a bag containing an 
individual portion within an individual carton. This form of packaging is comparatively 
expensive compared with the larger cartons. 

Furthe rmor e, food products, in particularcereal flakes, atthe bottom_of th e se aled bag 
tend to break or be crushed during filling of the bag and during transit, so that the last 
few portions of cereal in the bag become powder-like. This powder-like cereal is 
unattractive to consumers, so that consumers often discard the last few portions of cereal 
containing the powder-like cereal, thus resulting in wastage. 

An object of the present invention is to overcome the above disadvantages. 

The advantage of the present invention is that it provides a method of manufacturing 
packaging, which gives consumers the benefit of enjoying the fresh, crisp taste of a 
newly opened packet every time they consume the product. The invention also provides 
a method of manufacturing packaging which is relatively inexpensive yet provides the 
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taste and freshness benefits of an individual portion pack. Furthermore, the invention 
provides a method of manufacturing packaging in which the contents of the packaging 
remain substantially unbroken until consumption. 

The invention provides a method of packaging goods as claimed in Claim L 

The strip of sealed pouches may be arranged substantially upright or transversely in the 
carton. Preferably, the strip of sealed pouches is arranged in a concertina or zigzag 
configuration in the carton. 



In providing a strip of sealed pouches, a standard serving portion of a food product, for 
example breakfast cereal, of typically 25g or 30g, is provided and therefore the crisp and 
fresh taste of a newly opened packet can be enjoyed every time the cereal is consumed 
since breaking the seal of one pouch does not affect the integrity of the remaining 
pouches in the strip. 



The packaged goods made according to the present invention provide a less expensive 
means of providing individual portions of a food product than that of the previously 
mentioned portion packs. Since the food product contained within a pouch remains 
fresh, there is little wastage of stale food products and the product has an extended shelf 
life. It also avoids the time difficulty in trying to carefully re-seal and close the carton in 
order to maintain integrity of the food product once the carton has been opened. It also 
provides a more hygienic method of serving food other than of sharing a large carton. 
Furthermore, it avoids the problem of attracting pests such as ants and mice to an open 
packet of food. Furthermore, providing individual portions of the food product makes it 
easier for calorie control and portion control for dieters. Packaging the food in 
individual pouches also reduces the risk of damage to particularly brittle food-stuffs, 
such as crisp cereal flakes, since the packaging and layer of air within each pouch and 
between each pouch has a cushioning effect, thus reducing the likelihood of breakage. 
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The method of packaging goods according to the present invention provides a relatively 
low cost of manufacture since the strip of pouches can easily be folded concertina- 
fashion into a typical existing carton which avoids the need to re-tool carton making 
machines. The method utilises established and proven materials. Further, the cartons 
can be varied in width, height and depth to provide different sizes giving a large shelf 
presence in retail outlets for promotional purposes etc. The method provides for 
different pack sizes to be produced on one machine, for example 8 pouches, 10,16 or 20 
pouch packets. 

Furthermore, the method of packaging goods according to the present invention 
provides the option of combining different food products in a single carton. 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will now be described with reference to 
the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 shows in a diagrammatic perspective view an initial step of forming a tube; 
Figure 2 shows in a view similar to Figure 1 the steps of filling, sealing and perforating 
pouches formed in the tube; 

Figure 3 shows in an enlarged perspective view the combined pouch perforating and 
severing tool of Figure 2; 

Figure 4 shows a strip of pouches arranged in a zigzag manner across the width of the 
carton; 

Figure 5 shows two strips of pouches arranged in a zigzag manner across the depth of 
the carton; 

Figure 6 shows two strips of pouches arranged in a zigzag manner across the width of 



Figure 7 shows the strip of pouches of Figure 5 joined side by side; 

Figure 8 shows a strip of pouches arranged in a zigzag manner along the height of the 

carton; 

Figure 9 shows two strips of pouches arranged in a zigzag manner along the height of 
the carton and 

Figure 10 shows two strips of pouches arranged substantially vertically in the carton. 



the carton; 
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In Figure 1 a sheet of plastics material 1 is wrapped around a cylindrical former 200 so 
that two longitudinal edges 201 of the plastics material overlap to form a tube 1 
Although Figure 1 shows a tube of circular cross-section, the tube may have any other 
suitable cross-section such as a square or rectangular cross-section. The overlapping 
longitudinal edges 201 are then heat-sealed by means of a heated seam former 202 to 
form a central longitudinal seam 2. The base of the tube 1 1 is then sealed by means of 
heated sealing jaws 203 (See Figure 2). Two heated sealing jaws 203 move from 
opposite sides of the tube 1 1 towards the centre of the tube until they both contact the 
plastics material of the tube 1 1 . A seal 3, which is transverse to and overlaps the 
longitudinal seam 2, is thus formed. At the same time as the sealing jaws 203 are 
moving towards the centre of the tube, opposed pleat formers (not shown) move in a 
transverse direction to the sealing jaws 203 (in the direction of the arrows 4 1 ), also 
towards the centre of the tube 1 The pleat formers provide tucks in the side of the tube 
1 so as to form diametrically-opposed pleats 4. The tube 1 1 is then filled with food- 
stuff 204 to be packaged. The food-stuff 204 is simply dropped into the tube 1 1 from 
above. As the food-stuff 204 is being dropped into the tube 1 the tube 1 1 is moved 
downwards with respect to the sealing jaws 203 and when the desired quantity of the 
food-stuff 204 has been dropped into the tube 1 the sealing jaws 203 and pleat formers 
move once again towards the centre of the tube 1 1 to simultaneously seal the tube 1 1 and 
- form tucks at a pre-determined distance from the sealed base so as to form a "brick- 
shaped" pouch 5. This "brick-shaped" form is particularly space-efficient. The further 
seal 3 will commonly form the top seal of the pouch 5 and the base seal of a second 
pouch 5a. The volume of air in each pouch is determined by the pouch dimensions, 
which are calculated so as to be sufficient for the pouch to contain the desired quantity 
of food-stuff, as well as a quantity of air to protect the food-stuff. This is particularly 
important for delicate food-stuffs, such as cereal flakes. 

The main bodies of the pouches 5 and 5a are substantially rectangular in cross-section. 
The pouches 5 and 5a are substantially the same size as one another. To allow 
separation of the pouches 5 and 5a at a later stage perforations 6 are made in the 
common seal 3. The perforations 6 are introduced into the common seal by means of a 
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comb-type cutter 205, which is located in one of the sealing jaws 203. The comb-type 
cutter 205 is illustrated in greater detail in Figure 3. 

Once the sealing jaws 203 have formed the common seal 3, the comb-type cutter 205 
moves from a retracted position in the sealing jaw 203 until it meets and pierces the 
common seal 3 at intervals across its width. The intervals between the perforations are 
determined by the spacing of teeth 206 of the comb-type cutter 205. The comb-type 
cutter 205 then retracts to its rest position until sealing next takes place. When a desired 
number of pouches has been filled and sealed to form a strip 7, for example 10 pouches, 
the step of forming perforations 6 in the common seal 3 is replaced by a cutting step. 
The comb-type cutter 205 will also be used in the cutting step. As before, the comb- 
type cutter will move from its retracted position in the sealing jaw 203, but instead of 
merely piercing the common seal 3, the comb-type cutter 205 pierces right through the 
common seal 3 until cutting edges 207 meet the common seal 3 and two adjacent 
pouches are completely severed from one another. The lower of the adjacent pouches is 
still attached to the strip 7 of filled and sealed pouches while the upper of the adjacent 
pouches forms a base for a further strip of pouches. 

The dimensions of the seal 3 should be such that the "brick-shaped" air-filled cushioned 
pouches are sealed effectively and that the strip 7 of "brick-shaped" pouches may also _ 
be folded for storage in a space-efficient and cost-efficient manner. 

The strip of filled and sealed pouches 7 is then inserted into a carton 8, as shown for 
example in Figure 4, where the strip of pouches is arranged in a concertina or zigzag 
manner across the width of the carton 8 in layers, each layer having two pouches. This 
arrangement of the pouches in the carton 8 serves to protect the food-stuff inside the 
pouches against crushing by food-stuff in adjacent pouches. Alternative arrangements 
of the pouches are shown in Figures 5 to 1 0. These arrangements also serve to protect 
the food-stuff in the pouches, in particular against crushing. In Figure 5, for example, 
two strips of pouches are arranged parallel to one another and in a zigzag manner across 
the depth (into the page) of the carton 8 in layers, each layer having only one pouch. 
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Figure 6 shows two strips of pouches arranged in a zigzag manner across the width of 
the carton 8 in layers, each layer having only one pouch. 

Figure 7 shows a similar arrangement with a double strip 9 of pouches arranged in a 
zigzag manner across the depth of the carton 8. The double strip 9 of pouches is formed 
by dividing the tube 1 1 to form two sub-tubes (not shown) attached to one another by 
means of a series of central joining seams 1 0. The two sub-tubes are then sealed and 
filled in a similar manner to that described with reference to Figures 2 and 3. The 
central joining seams 10 are arranged parallel to and are attached to a surface 1 1 of each 
pouch. The two joined strips are separable from one another by way of perforations 12 
in the central joining seams 10. The perforations 12 run substantially centrally along the 
length of the central joining seams 10. 

Figure 8 shows a single strip of pouches arranged in a zigzag manner along the height of 
the carton 8 in layers, each layer having two pouches. Figure 9 shows a two strips of 
pouches arranged along the height of the carton 8 in layers, each layer of each strip 
having two pouches. 

Figure 10 shows a further embodiment of the invention, in which the main bodies of the 
pouches 5 and 5a are substantially square in cross-section, and two separate strips of 
pouches are arranged parallel to one another and substantially vertically in the carton 8. 

A single carton 8 might also contain several strips in which the size of the pouches in 
the respective strips is not the same. For example, a single carton might contain strips 
containing small pouches for children as well as strips of larger pouches for adults. 

It will be appreciated that variations of the embodiments described above are also 
possible. For example, in the sealing step of the manufacturing process may use 
adhesive as a sealing means as an alternative to heat. The tube 1 1 might be formed of 
waxed paper, rather than plastics. 
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Printed matter may be applied to each pouch prior to filling each pouch with the food- 
stuff, e.g. information relating to the food and calorie contents, the sell-by date etc. 
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1 . A method of packaging goods comprising the steps of forming a tube, forming a 
first seal at a lower end of the tube, feeding a pre-determined amount of the goods 
to be packaged into the tube, forming a second seal in the tube at a pre-determined 
distance above the first seal, repeating the steps of feeding the goods and sealing 
along the tube to form a strip of sealed pouches containing the goods, inserting the 
strip of sealed pouches into a carton. 

2. A method as claimed in Claim 1. wherein the strip of sealed pouches is 
arranged substantially upright or transverse in the carton. 

3. A method as claimed in Claim 1 . wherein the strip of sealed pouches is 
arranged in a concertina configuration in the carton. 

4. A method as claimed in Claim 2 or 3, wherein at least two strips of sealed pouches 
are arranged in the carton. 

5. A method as claimed in Claim 4 ? wherein the at least two strips of sealed pouches 
-are arranged parallel to one another in the carton. .. 

6. A method as claimed in Claim 4 or Claim 5, wherein the at least two strips of 
sealed pouches are releasably attached to one another. 

7. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein at least one pleat 
is formed in the tube so that the pouches are expandable. 

8. A method as claimed in Claim 7 T wherein the at least one pleat is formed in each 
pouch after the lower end of each pouch is sealed but before the goods are fed into 
he pouch. 
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9. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the pouches in 
the or each strip are substantially the same size. 

10. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein each pouch is 
substantially cuboidal in shape. 

1 1. A method as claimed in Claim 10, wherein each pouch is substantially cubic in 
shape. 

12. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the sealing is by 
means of heat. 

13. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the sealing is by 
means of an adhesive. 

14. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the tube is 
formed of plastics material. 

15. A method as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 13, wherein the tube is formed of 
waxed paper. - - 

16. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein printed matter is 
applied to each pouch of the strip of pouches. 

17. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein perforations are 
formed between each pouch of the strip of pouches to enable separation of the 
pouches from one another. 



18. A method as claimed in Claim 1 7, wherein the perforations are formed by means of 
a comb-type cutter. 
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19. A method as claimed in Claim 1 8, wherein the comb-type cutter has means for 
severing the pouches from one another. 

20. A method as claimed in Claim 19 ? wherein the pouches are severed from one 
another after a pre-determined number of pouches has been filled and sealed. 

21 . A method of packaging goods substantially as herein described with reference to 
any one of the embodiments shown in the accompanying drawings. 



22. 



Packaged goods produced by the method as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims. 
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Claims: 
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for 



Y 



1 . A method of packaging goods comprising the steps of forming a tube, forming a 
first seal at a lower end of the tube, feeding a pre-determined amount of the goods 
to be packaged into the tube, forming a second seal in the tube at a predetermined 
distance above the first seal, repeating the steps of feeding the goods and sealing 
along the tube to form a strip of sealed pouches containing the goods, inserting the 
strip of sealed pouches into a carton. 

2. A method as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein the strip of sealed pouches is 
arranged substantially upright or transverse in the carton. 

3. A method as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein the strip of sealed pouches is 
arranged in a concertina configuration in the carton. 

4. A method as claimed in Claim 2 or 3, wherein at least two strips of sealed pouches 
are arranged in the carton. 

5. A method as claimed in Claim 4 f wherein the at least two strips of sealed pouches 
are arranged parallel to one another in the carton. 

6. A method as claimed in Claim 4 or Claim 5, wherein the at least two strips of 
sealed pouches are releasably attached to one another. 

7. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein at least one pleat 
is formed in the tube so that the pouches are expandable. 



8. 



A method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the at least one pleat is formed in each 
pouch after the lower end of each pouch is sealed but before the goods are fed into 
he pouch. 
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9. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the pouches in 
the or each strip are substantially the same size. 

10. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein each pouch is 
substantially cuboidal in shape. 

11. A method as claimed in Claim 10, wherein each pouch is substantially cubic in 
shape. 

12. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the sealing is by 
means of heat 

13. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the sealing is by 
means of an adhesive. 

14. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the tube is 
formed of plastics material. 

15. A method as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 13, wherein the tube is formed of 
waxed paper. 

16* A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein printed matter is 
applied to each pouch of the strip of pouches* 

1 7. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein perforations are 
formed between each pouch of the strip of pouches to enable separation of the 
pouches from one another* 



18, A method as claimed in Claim 17, wherein the perforations are formed by means of 
a comb-type cutter. 
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1 9. A method as claimed in Claim 1 8, wherein the comb-type cutter has means for 



20. A method as claimed in Claim 1 9, wherein the pouches are severed from one 
another after a pre-determined number of pouches has been filled and sealed. 

21. a method of packaging goods substantially as herein described with reference to 
any one of the embodiments shown in the accompanying drawings. 

22. Packaged goods produced by the method as claimed in any one of the preceding 



severing the pouches from one another. 



claims. 
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cannot be examined since it has not been searched (Rule 66.1 (e) PCT). 

This is likewise relevant for claims 2-21 , since these claims depend on claim 1 . 

2. Claim 22 is not clear in the sens of Art. 6 PCT, since the packaged brittle food- 
stuff is exclusively defined by method steps. Structural features are not used to 
define the subject-matter of claim 22. 



Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1 . Independent claim 1 is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known 
in combination from the prior art (document D1) being placed in the preamble 
(Rule 6.3(b)(i) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the 
characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

2. The features of the claims 1 -22 are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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Claims: 



1 . A method of packaging a brittle food-stuff comprising the steps of forming a tube, 
forming a first seal at a lower end of the tube, feeding a predetermined amount of 
the food-stuff to be packaged into the tube, forming a second seal in the tube at a 
pre-deterrained distance above the first seal, repeating the steps of feeding the food- 
stuff and sealing along the tube to form a strip of sealed pouches of predetermined 
dimeosions containing the food-stuff snd inserting the strip of sealed pouches into a 
carton, wherein the pouch dimensions are calculated such that each pouch can 
contain the desired quantity of food-stuff, as veil as sufficient air to protect the 
food-stuff by cushioning. 

2. A method as claimed in Claim 1. wherein the Strip of sealed pouches is 
arranged substantially upright 01 transverse in the carton, 

3 . A method as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein the strip of sealed pouches is 
arranged in a concertina configuration in the carton. 

4. A method as claimed in Claim 2 or 3, wherein at least two strips of sealed pouches 
are arranged in the cotton. 

5 . A method as claimed in Claim 4, wherein the at least two strips of sealed pouches 
are arranged parallel to one another in the carton. 

6. A method as claimed in Claim 4 or Claim 5, wherein the at least two strips of 
sealed pouches are relea&abty attached to one another. 

7. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein at least one pleat 
is formed in the tube so that the pouches are expandable. 
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8. A method as claimed in Claim 7, wherein the stle** erne pleat is formed in each 
pouch after the lower end of each pouch is sealed bui before the goods are fed into 
he pouch. 

9. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the pouches in 
die or each atrip are substantially the same size 

10. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein each pouch is 
substantially cuboidai in shape. 

11 . A method as claimed in Claim 1 0, wherein each pouch is substantially cubic in 
shape. 

12. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the sealing is by 
means ofhaaL 

13; A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the sealing is by 
means of an adhesive. 

1 4. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the tube is 
formed of plastics material. 

15 . A method as claused in any one of Claims I to 1 3, wherein the tube is (fanned of 
waxed paper. 

16. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein printed matter is 
applied to each pouch of the strip of pouches. 

1 7. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, whereto perforations are 
formed between each pouch ofthe strip of pouches to enable separation of the 
pouches from one another. 
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18. A method as claimed in Claim 1 7> wherein the perforations are formed by means of 
a comMype cotter. 



severing the pouches from one another. 

20* A method as claimed in Claim 1 9, wherein the pouches are severed from one 
another after a pre-determined number of pouches has been filled and sealed. 

21, A meihod of packaging brittle food-stuff substantially as herein described with 
reference to any one of the embodiments shown in the accompanying drawings. 

22. Packaged brittle food-stuff produced by the method as claimed in any one of the 
preceding claims. 



19. A method as claimed in Claim 1 8, wherein the comb-type cutter has means for 
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Claims : 



1. A method of packaging a brittle food-staff comprising the steps of forming a tube, 
forming a first seal at a low er end of the tube, feeding a pre-detennined amount of 
the food-stuff to be packaged into the tube, forming a second seal in the tube at a 
pre-deteimined distance above the first seal, repeating the steps of feeding the food- 
stuff and sealing along the tube to form a strip of sealed pouches of pre-detemtlned 
dimensions containing the food-sniff and inserting the strip of sealed pouches into a 
carton, wherein the pouch dimensions are calculated such that each pouch can 
contain the desired quantity of food-stuff, as well as sufficient air to protect the 
food-stuff by cushioning. 

2. A method as claimed in Claim 1. wherein the strip of sealed pouches is 
arranged substantially upright or transverse in the carton, 

3. A method as dawned in Claim 1 , wherein the strip of sealed pouches is 
arranged in a concertina configuration in the carton. 

4. A method as clai med in Claim 2 or 3, wherein at least two strips of sealed pouches 
are arranged in the carton- - 

5 . A method as ciaimed in Claim 4, wherein the at least two strips of sealed po\iches 
are arranged parallel to one another in the carton. 

6. A method as claimed in Claim 4 or Claim 5, wherein the at least two strips of 
sealed pouches are relea&ably attached to one another. 

7. A method as claimed it> any one of the preceding claims, wherein at least one pleat 
is formed in the tube so that the pouches are expandable. 
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8. A method as claimed in Claim 7, wherem the at least one pleat is formed in each 
pouch after the lower end of each pouch is sealed but before the goods are fed into 
he pouch, 

9. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the pouches in 
the or each strip are substantially the same size* 

1 0. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein each pouch is 
substantially cuboidal in shape. 

11. a method as claimed in Claim 10, wherein each pouch is substantially cubic in 
shape. 

12. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the sealing is by 
means of heat 

13. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the sealing is by 
means of an adhesive. 

14. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the tube is 
formed of plastics material. 

1 5 . A method as claimed in any one of Claims liol3> wherein the tube is formed of 
waxed paper. 

16. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein printed matter is 
applied to each pouch of the strip of pouches. 

17. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein perforations are 
formed between each pouch of the strip of pouches to enable separation of the 
pouches from one another. 
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lg. A method as claimed in CJaim 17, wherein the perforatioos are formed by means of 
a comb-type cutter. 



19. A method as claimed in Claim 18, wherein the comb-type cutter has means for 
severing the pouches fmm one another. 



20. A method as claimed in Claim 19i wherein the pouches are severed from one 
another after a pre-determined cumber of pouches has been filled and sealed. 

21. A method of packaging brittle ftx>d-sTuff substantially as herein described with 
reference to any one of the embodiments shown in the accompanying drawings. 

22. Packaged brittle food-stuff produced by the method as claimed in any one of the 
preceding claims. 
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(57) Abstract: A method of packaging goods comprises the steps of 
forming a tube (1 l ), forming a first seal (3) at a lower end of the tube (1 l ), 
s20k feeding a predetermined amount of the goods to be packaged (204) into 

q J the tube (1 ! ), forming a second seal in the tube (1 *) at a pre-determined 

° ^O^OO^ - distance above the first seal (3), repeating the steps of feeding the goods 

o o o o and sealing along the lube (I 1 ) to form a strip of sealed pouches (7) 

* o . containing the goods (204) and inserting the strip of sealed pouches (7) 

f into a carton (8). 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 4 December 2000 (04.12.00); 
original claims U 21 and 22 amended; remaining claims unchanged (3 pages)] 



1 . A method of packaging a brittle food-stuff comprising the steps of forming a tube, 
forming a first seal at a lower end of the tube, feeding a pre-determined amount of 
the food-stuff to be packaged into the tube, forming a second seal in the tube at a 
pre-determined distance above the first seal, repeating the steps of feeding the food- 
stuff and sealing along the tube to form a strip of sealed pouches of pre-determined 
dimensions containing the food-stuff and inserting the strip of sealed pouches into a 
carton, wherein the pouch dimensions are calculated such that each pouch can 
contain the desired quantity of food-stuff, as well as sufficient air to protect the 
food-stuff by cushioning. 

2. A method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the strip of sealed pouches is 
arranged substantially upright or transverse in the carton. 

3. A method as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the strip of sealed pouches is 
arranged in a concertina configuration in the carton. 

4. A method as claimed in Claim 2 or 3, wherein at least two strips of sealed pouches 
are arranged in the carton. 

5. A method as claimed in Claim 4, wherein the at least two strips of sealed pouches 
are arranged parallel to one another in the carton. 

6. A method as claimed in Claim 4 or Claim 5, wherein the at least two strips of 
sealed pouches are releasably attached to one another. 

7. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein at least one pleat 
is formed in the tube so that the pouches are expandable. 
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8. A method as claimed in Claim 7, wherein the at least one pleat is formed in each 
pouch after the lower end of each pouch is sealed but before the goods are fed into 



9. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the pouches in 
the or each strip are substantially the same size. 

10. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein each pouch is 
substantially cuboidal in shape. 

1 1 . A method as claimed in Claim 10, wherein each pouch is substantially cubic in 
shape. 

12. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the sealing is by 
means of heat. 

13. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the sealing is by 
means of an adhesive. 

14. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein the tube is 
formed of plastics material. 

15. A method as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 13, wherein the tube is formed of 
waxed paper. 

1 6. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein printed matter is 
applied to each pouch of the strip of pouches. 

1 7. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, wherein perforations are 
formed between each pouch of the strip of pouches to enable separation of the 
pouches from one another. 



he pouch. 
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18. A method as claimed in Claim 1 7, wherein the perforations are formed by means of 
a comb-type cutter. 

19. A method as claimed in Claim 18, wherein the comb-type cutter has means for 
severing the pouches from one another. 

20. A method as claimed in Claim 19, wherein the pouches are severed from one 
another after a pre-determined number of pouches has been filled and sealed. 

21 . A method of packaging brittle food-stuff substantially as herein described with 
reference to any one of the embodiments shown in the accompanying drawings. 

22. Packaged brittle food-stuff produced by the method as claimed in any one of the 
preceding claims. 
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